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“The best way to develop reading ability is to provide abundant opportunity for 

experiencing reading.” 
Richard Allington 

February 2016 

 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

Our second Elementary Book Chat this year will be held on Tuesday, March 22
nd

 in the library at the 

Hauppauge High School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm. Refreshments will not be provided during this session, but 

students are invited to bring their own snack.   

 

The Elementary Book Chat can be attended by any 4
th

 or 5
th

 grade student within our district and one 

relative who would like to share this experience. While adult participation is an option, it is certainly not 

mandatory. Any student may select a book and attend the discussion on his/her own since each chat will be a 

chaperoned event. 

  

Teachers, administrators, and community members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the 

discussions and will create topics and questions to be addressed during the Book Chat. Additional comments 

and questions will be encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic conversation. 

 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on March 22
nd

.  A summary of each text 

that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of this letter to guide students in 

making their selection. All participants will be responsible for obtaining their own books.  

 

Attached please find an optional activity that has been created to support your child as he/she reflects on the 

literature they have chosen for this Book Chat. Your child should return this reflection activity to their school 

librarian by Friday, March 11, 2016.     

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 761-8313. We are certain that the Book 

Chat will prove to be a wonderful opportunity for your child to engage in powerful conversations about 

exciting new literature. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 
Director of English Language Arts 

 

Alexandria Hiam 

Alexandria Hiam 
HS/MS Librarian 

 

Please complete the form on the reverse side of this letter and return it to  

your child’s school librarian by Friday, March 11, 2016.     



 

______I am interested in joining my child for the Book Chat on March 22
nd

.    

 

______My child is interested in joining the Book Chat by him/herself. 

 

 

Please check off your book selection: 
 

Treasure Hunters – _____                                                        Ape Escapes – _____                      

 

             

Student’s Name_____________________         Parent’s Name____________________ 

 

Classroom Teacher_____________________         Phone Contact__________________ 

 

 

 

 

Treasure Hunters by James Patterson 

The Kidd siblings have grown up diving down to shipwrecks and 

traveling the world, helping their famous parents recover everything 

from swords to gold doubloons from the bottom of the ocean. But 

after their parents disappear, the kids are suddenly thrust into the 

biggest treasure hunt of their lives. They'll have to work together to 

defeat dangerous pirates and dodge the hot pursuit of an evil treasure 

hunting rival, all while following cryptic clues to unravel the mystery 

of what really happened to their parents--and find out if they're still 

alive. 
 

 

Ape Escapes : and More True Stories of Animals Behaving Badly 
 by Aline Alexander Newman 

This is the first in a line of four books within the National 

Geographic Kids Chapters series that tell the true and hilarious 

stories of animals that love hijinks. In this book you'll meet three 

naughty animals, including Fu Manchu, the orangutan escape artist. 

Fu Manchu lived at the Omaha Zoo and would routinely break out of 

his habitat to explore the zoo on a nice day. Zookeepers were baffled 

as to how the ape was escaping, until one day they caught him in the 

act. Fu Manchu knew how to pick locks. Not only that, he had 

created his own tool that he used to pick the locks with, which he 

would store in his mouth so as not to be found out. This and two 

other charming stories will engage readers and leave them wondering 

if humans are really the smartest animals. 



Name: _______________________________________________ Teacher: ____________________________ 

School: _______________________________________________ Grade: _____________________________ 

Elementary Book Chat - Reflection Activity 

Directions: For this activity, you will choose a meaningful quote from the text you have selected for the Book 

Chat. You should relate to the words of the quote or it should make you think deeply on a topic. Or, perhaps 

the words of the quote inspire you! Write your quote in the box below and draw a picture there as well. Your 

picture should reflect the quote you have chosen. Use crayons, colored pencils, watercolor paints, etc. Be 

creative! 


